
Orting School District Elementary (K-5) 
Return to In-Person Instruction FAQ’s 

1. Why are students returning to half days for four days a week instead of two full days for
elementary (K-5) students?

Planning for student return began last fall and some research we looked at indicated key 
learning benefits for elementary students in a model where they see their teachers each day, 
even for a half-day as compared to a full day, every other day.  

2. Why weren’t parents asked if this schedule works for them and if they can accommodate
half days?

We understand that there is no one perfect model for families.  This is new for all of us and the 
adjustments we are all making in our personal and professional lives are extremely challenging. 
We made our model decision based on the research we looked at, primarily with our youngest 
learners in mind. 

3. Why aren’t students having lunch on-site and will meals be provided?
The other part of the research that we looked at was tied to reducing exposure to the virus. 
Aside from all of our safety protocols we have in place, some of the key issues are time and 
social distancing capacity.  The more time kids are on campus in open, hard to control 
environments such as lunch and recess, the greater the risk of exposure.  This is more of a 
concern with our younger learners as they require more adult supervision to adjust to the 
constraints of our safety protocols.  Students will receive “grab and go” lunches in lieu of a 
“lunch period”.  

4. Will students still have recess and specialist time?
Students will have “modified” recess time meaning, teachers will build wiggle and mask breaks 
into the instructional day.  Scheduling normal recess time into a half day schedule with all the 
needed safety protocols would take a significant amount of learning time out of the classroom 
which we want to maximize during the time we have kids on campus.  Kids will get specialist 
time and it may likely be scheduled into the portion of their day when they are not on campus, 
similar to how we are virtually doing it now.  

5. How will I know if my student is in AM or PM rotation?
The AM/PM split is primarily determined by guardian last name to keep families together.  Some 
adjustments will be required for single-student families to help balance class loads and this will 
be communicated to families via the school.  Class lists will be communicated to families 
January 27th. If families have not received an email, they should call the school.  

6. How will I know if my student has a different teacher?
Because of the adjustments made for staffing face to face and the online learning academy, 
some students will end up with different teachers.  This will be communicated along with their 
AM or PM schedule. 

https://www.mathematica.org/our-publications-and-findings/publications/operating-schools-in-a-pandemic-predicted-effects-of-opening-and-quarantining-strategies


 
7. How can classrooms, buses and hightouch points be properly sanitized between AM/PM 

rotation?  
The district has a process for this that we have been using since September when some of our 
students returned to campus for specialized support.  We have identified all the different 
adjustments we need to make to accommodate full grade levels as well as the system for 
classroom sanitation.  We have enough time between AM and PM rotation to accommodate this 
process. 

 
8. What will my student do in the morning or afternoon when they are not in-person and on 

Fridays?  
Students will have access to Specialist time and some learning to practice at home - similar to 
what we are doing now.  Fridays will also look similar to the way they do now.  Classroom 
schedules will be communicated through classroom teachers in the future. 

 
9. What is Option B like in the second semester, will students have access to ‘Google 

Meets’ with their peers and teachers?  
We are very pleased with how our staff have supported our students in the Online Academy and 
as the saying goes, “if it isn’t broken, don’t try to fix it”.  Option B will continue to look the same 
second semester as it does now. 

 
10. Will Option B students have the option to participate in clubs and athletics?  

Yes, any Option B student is able to participate in extracurricular activities.  
 

11. Why aren’t the Middle and High School students scheduled to return to in-person 
instruction yet? 

We are surrounded by districts who moved too fast and had to shut down and start over for a 
variety of reasons. We are deliberately starting slow to assess and test our processes to make 
sure we reduce any possibility that we would need to shut down.  The two week window 
between grade groups gives us the time to make sure we are ready to safely add more 
students.  We will know by the end of February, beginning of March how we are faring and be 
able to project our start date for secondary. 
  

12. Why is this return to in-person instruction taking so long? What is holding up the process 
of returning our students to the classrooms in-person?  

Our process involves first getting the rest of our staff back in the classroom and in our schools 
and giving them time to make the adjustments all our families are dealing with.  After we have 
staff back in the classroom and in our schools and establish our safety protocols with them, we 
are better assured we can provide safe learning environments for our students. Please refer to 
our Planning for Reopening of Orting Schools document for more information.  

 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://www.ortingschools.org//cms/lib/WA50000534/Centricity/Domain/451/Planning+for+Reopening+of+Orting+Schools.pdf


13. Is this plan costing the district more money to transport and clean its facilities? Aren’t 
there increased costs for transportation and custodial with this option?  

We are able to make this model work without hiring additional transportation and custodial staff. 
We had to furlough some of our staff earlier this school year due to our remote learning 
conditions and this model allows a good portion of them to come back to work full-time.  
 

14. I am unable to make this plan work for my family, what can I do to change the option for 
my student to Option B?  

You should contact your child’s principal to discuss this. 
 

15. Why are surrounding districts like White River and Eatonville already returning their 
Middle and High School students? And why have they been open for months and we 
have been closed?  

Both of those districts were a part of a Tacoma Health Department Pierce County pilot program 
that included on-site rapid testing. Their ability to start the way they did was in large part due to 
their ability to do on-site testing for the infection. We are thankful for their example and what 
they have shared with us which has given us more information and confidence in safely 
returning our students to face to face learning. 
 

16. Why hasn’t the district been planning the reopening for the last 9 months, what is taking 
so long?  

We actually have been planning for several months. The return, up until recently, has been 
determined by the infection rate. Most systems like ours initiated the return process once the 
Governor changed the guidelines. Some systems, as previously mentioned, were able to launch 
because of their on-site testing ability.  Most systems are like ours and are on a similar timeline 
that we are on. Please refer to our Planning for Reopening of Orting Schools document for more 
information.  
 

https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://www.ortingschools.org//cms/lib/WA50000534/Centricity/Domain/451/Planning+for+Reopening+of+Orting+Schools.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://www.ortingschools.org//cms/lib/WA50000534/Centricity/Domain/451/Planning+for+Reopening+of+Orting+Schools.pdf

